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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  E.  H.  BEYNON  HOPKINS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  : 
J.  E.  MARKS,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

I.  R.  REES,  M.S.I.A. 

P.  H DANIEL,  M.S.I.A. 

D.  D.  THOMAS,  A.R.San.I.  (Resigned  February,  1954). 

D.  H.  FRANCIS,  M.S.I.A.,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 
(Appointed  March,  1954), 

Clerical  Staff: 

A.  G.  BEYNON. 

Miss  J.  M.  LESTER. 

Veterinary  Inspector  : 

K.  J.  MACKAY,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Sanitary  Inspectors’  Assistant : 

D.  J.  DAVIES  (died  September,  1954). 

A.  W.  TOFT  (Appointed  September,  1954). 

Rodent  Control  Operator  : 

W.  H.  GRIFFITHS. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Llanelly. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1954  on  the  health 
administration  of  the  Borough. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  H.  B.  HOPKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall, 

Llanelly. 

September,  1955. 
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SUMMARY 

Area  (in  acres)  2,069 

Ward  1 534 

Ward  2 733 

Ward  3 802 

Census  population  (1951)  34,329 

, Estimated  Home  population  (mid-year  1953)  (Registrar- 

General)  32,770 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at  end 

of  1953  9,389 

Rateable  value  £172,372 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £674 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  LLANELLY  BOROUGH’S  VITAL 
STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


Rates  per  1,000  estimated 
population 


Crude  or 
Actual 
Rate 

Adjusted 

Rate 

Rate  for 
England 
and  Wales 

Births  and  Deaths 

Live  Births  : 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate  

202 

205 

407  1 

Illegitimate 

9 

6 

.3  j 

► 422 

12.88 

12.75  (1) 

15.2 

Still  Births  : 

Legitimate  

6 

7 

13  1 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

b3 

29.9  (a) 
23.0  (2) 

23.4  (a) 

Deaths 

324 

221 

545 

16.63 

16.1  (3) 

11.3 

(a)  Rate  per 

1 ,000  Live 

and  Still  Births. 

The  corresponding  rates  for  Llanelly  Borough  for  1953  were  • 

(1)  14.4  (2)  22.7  (3)  15.7 
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Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  .....  8 2 10 

Illegitimate  1 — l 


Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

(Neonatal  deaths)  : Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  7 1 8 

Illegitimate  1 .....  — .....  1 
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Maternal  Deaths. — There  was  one  maternal  death  during  the 
year. 


Year  1954 

Maternal 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1 ,000  total 
births 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  live 
births 

Still 
Birth 
Rate  per 
1,000 
births 

Neonatal 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  re- 
lated live 
births 

Illegiti- 
macy rate 
per  1,000 
total  live 
births 

Llanelly 

2.3 

26.07 

29.9 

21.3 

35.5 

England  and 

Wales 

.69 

25.5 

23.4 

17.7 

Some  other  infant  mortality  rates  for  1954  were  : — 


France  41 

Italy  53 

Wales  32 

Netherlands  21 

New  Zealand  and  Australia  22 

Greater  London  19.6 

Sweden  19 


The  infant  mortality  rate  is  probably  the  best  index  we  possess  to 
the  social  circumstances  of  an  area,  as  the  rate  tends  to  be  high  in 
places  where  bad  housing,  overcrowding,  defective  sanitation, 
coupled  with  maternal  ignorance  and  neglect  are  found.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  has  dropped  from 


46.0  in  1945  to  25.5  in  1954.  During  the  same  period,  that  in 
Llanelly  has  dropped  from  43.1  to  26.07.  The  rates  for  Greater 
London  and  other  countries  show  that  there  is  still  room  for  im- 
provement in  this  area. 

NET  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES 
UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 


Causes  of  death. 

Under  1 week. 

1 — 2 weeks. 

2 — 3 weeks. 

3 — 4 weeks. 

Total  under 
4 weeks. 

1 — 3 months. 

3 — 6 months. 

6 — 9 months. 

9 — 12  months. 

Total  deaths 
under  1 year. 

Prematurity 

2 



2 

2 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

1 

Hydrocephalus 

1 

1 

Atelactasis 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Meningomyelocele 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

9 

1 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  LLANELLY  BOROUGH  IN  1954 
(REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  STATISTICS) 


1 . Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronory  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  diseases 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

All  causes 


Male  Female  Total 


8 

2 

10 

— 

1 

1 

. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

13 

12 

25 

11 

2 

13 

1 

12 

13 

— 

2 

2 

33 

16 

49 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

32 

32 

64 

49 

18 

67 

4 

6 

10 

30 

26 

56 

26 

17 

43 

1 

• 

1 

8 

1 

9 

17 

5 

22 

6 

1 

7 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

4 

10 

■ — 

10 

— 

1 

1 

4 

2 

6 

46 

50 

96 

1 

. 

1 

7 

8 

15 

5 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

324  221  545 


1954  showed  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  and  a decrease 
in  the  number  of  births.  The  adjusted  birth  and  death  rates  show 
that  this  can  not  wholly  be  explained  by  tire  re-housing  programme 
in  the  Llanelly  Rural  District  area.  The  death  rate  is  higher  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  birth,  rate  lower. 
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Investigation  of  the  National  Health  Insurance  figures  for  absence 
of  insured  persons  from  work  owing  to  certified  sickness  or  industrial 
injury  indicate  that  such  absences  are  considerably  greater  in  Wales 
than  in  England  and  Wales.  This  applies  to  both  male  and  female 
labour. 

These  facts,  coupled  with  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  Wales  at 
32,  compared  with  that  of  25.5  for  England  and  Wales,  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  we  still  have  some  leeway  to  make  up  in 
health  and  environmental  conditions  on  the  rest  of  the  country. 

No  local  statistics  on  sickness  rates  are  available  as  yet. 

The  main  causes  of  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  1954  were 


(1)  Cardiovascular  conditions  38.5% 

(2)  Cancers  of  various  kinds  18.7% 

(3)  Respiratory  diseases  (excluding 

tuberculosis  and  cancer)  7.1% 

(4)  Tuberculosis  2.0% 

(5)  Accidents  3.0% 


Of  the  fifteen  accidental  deaths,  twelve  occurred  in  the  home, 
eleven  being  due  to  falls  and  one  to  burns. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Again  in  1954  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  the  Borough, 
thus  once  again  substantiating  the  claims  for  the  value  of  im- 
munization. During  the  ten  years  (1945 — 1954)  notifications  fell 
from  18,596  (1,411  in  Wales)  to  182  (10  in  Wales)  while  the  deaths 
during  the  same  period  were  722  (57  in  Wales)  in  1945  to  9 (nil  in 
Wales)  in  1954. 

Notwithstanding  the  obvious  success  of  immunization  the  adequate 
level  is  not  being  maintained  to  rid  the  country  of  diphtheria  al- 
together. If  the  children  are  left  unprotected,  there  might  well  be 
other  outbreaks  of  severity,  as  has  been  experienced  in  the  past. 
It  has  been  found  that  the  parents  of  unimmunized  children  had 
no  objection  to  the  procedure,  but  were  merely  indolent  and  quite 
apathetic,  even  when  the  disease  was  prevalent  in  the  vicinity. 
When  the  child  could  be  immunized  at  school  without  any  incon- 
venience they  readily  consented. 

Immunization  of  the  children  reaching  the  age  of  one  year 
increased  in  Wales  from  24%  in  1951  to  30%  in  1952,  declining  to 
27.9%  in  1953.  For  the  first  half  of  1954  it  rose  to  30.2%,  a 
regrettably  low  figure  and  a continuing  cause  for  concern,  particularly 
as  the  objective  is  75%.  Parents  of  young  children  must,  therefore, 
be  awakened  from  their  false  sense  of  complacency  by  the  dramatic 
fall  in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  and  the  rarity  of  its  occurrence 
among  the  children  of  friends  and  neighbours. 
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In  1954,  there  were  still  hundreds  of  deaths  due  to  Diphtheria  in 
India  and  other  countries.  There  were  50  deaths  from  diphtheria  in 
Rome.  In  countries  where  immunization  is  widely  carried  out,  the 
number  of  cases  and  deaths  are  extremely  low. 

Immunization  figures  in  Llanelly  Borough  during  1953-54  :— 


Ages  in 

Years. 

Year. 

0—5 

5—15 

Boosters. 

Total. 

1953 

243 

2 

10 

255 

1954 

282 

54 

461 

797 

The  figures  for  1954  show  some  improvement  in  the  position,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  the  immunization  position  of  the  0 — 5 years  group 
will  show  considerable  gains  in  1955.  Combined  diphtheria- 
whooping  cough  immunization  may  now  be  obtained  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres. 

Smallpox.' — A case  of  suspected  smallpox  was  reported  in  October. 
Immediate  steps  were  taken  for  its  supervision  and  the  patient  was 
removed  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  observation.  In  the  mean- 
time, stringent  measures  were  instituted  in  respect  of  all  contacts 
of  the  case,  a three  year  old  girl  from  Pakistan. 

The  final  diagnosis  was — not  smallpox. 

Vaccination  figures  for  the  County  showed  that  there  were  1,042 
successful  vaccinations  in  1954,  829  being  in  respect  of  children 
under  1 year  of  age. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Ten  cases — four  males  and  six  females — were 
reported  during  the  year  as  compared  with  24  in  the  previous  year. 

Whooping  Cough. — Notfications  of  nineteen  cases  were  received — 
eight  males  and  eleven  females — as  compared  with  108  in  1953. 

Poliomyelitis.— No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Measles. — Seven  cases — three  males  and  four  females — were 
reported  as  against  thirteen  in  the  previous  year. 

Food  Poisoning. — No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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Tuberculosis. — The  treatment  of  tuberculous  patients  is  under- 
taken by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards  through  the  Chest 
Physicians. 

Enquiries  regarding  the  domiciliary  care  of  tuberculous  patients 
should  be  addressed  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  County  Council  will  assist  in  the  domiciliary  care  of  Tuber- 
culous and  other  patients,  by  the  provision  on  loan  or  otherwise  of 
beds,  bedding,  sickroom  equipment  and  home-help  assistance.  In 
addition,  sleeping  out  shelters  are  available  for  certain  tuberculous 
patients. 

In  certain  cases  assistance  may  be  given  to  relatives  visiting 
tuberculous  patients  in  hospitals  over  40  miles  away. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1954. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  OVER  THE  LAST  30  YEARS 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  RESPIRATORY  AND 
NON-RESPIRATORY  NOTIFIED  DURING  1954  AND  THE  NUMBER 
OF  DEATHS  (LOCAL  STATISTICS) 


AGE 

PERIOD. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

r 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5—14 

2 

2 

1 

2 

15—24 

6 

8 

4 

1 

25—44 

11 

2 

1 

45—64 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

65  + 

3 

1 

3 

Totals 

26 

11 

2 

9 

8 

2 

1 

No.  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (all  kinds)  notified  in 

year  per  1,000  population  ....  1.46 

No.  of  Respiratory  cases  notified  in  year  per  1,000 

population  1.13 


Deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year  were  ten, 
eight  males  and  two  females  (0.30  per  1,000  population). 

The  rates  of  deaths  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  Respiratory 
and  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  are  still  higher  than  those  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

The  notifications  of  new  cases  were  five  more  than  those  for 
1953. 

Mass  Radiography  Service— A fixed  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
operates  at  Trinity  Place,  Swansea  (near  the  Central  Police  Station). 
School  children  should  attend  between  10  a.m.  and  12  noon  on 
Mondays.  Other  patients  can  attend  as  follows  : — 

Mondays — 2 to  4 p.m. 

Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays— 10  a.m.  to  12  noon  ; 2 to  4 p.m.  ; 
and  5 to  7 p.m. 

Thursdays  and  Fridays — 10  a.m.  to  12  noon  ; 2 to  4 p.m. 
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A Mobile  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
also  visits  the  area  at  intervals  and  such  visits  are  always  advertised. 
This  service  is  in  such  demand  that  it  is  unlikely  that  routine  visits 
can  be  made  more  frequently  than  once  every  2-3  years.  Special 
visits  are,  however,  made  under  certain  circumstances. 

Isolation  Hospitals. — Cases  of  infectious  diseases  from  the  Borough 
are  sent  to  the  West  Wales  Isolation  Hospital,  Tumble,  and  also  to 
Hill  House  Hospital,  Swansea. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  admitted  : — 

Meningococcal  infection 

Pneumonia  

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
T.B.  Meninges 
Tonsillitis 
Gastro-Enteritis 
Pemphigus  Neonatorum 
Sonne  Dysentery 
Croup 
Influenza 
Smallpox  suspect 
Rubella 
Chorea 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Laboratory  Facilities. — During  the  year  the  following  specimens 
were  sent  go  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Carmarthen,  for 


examination  : 

Throat  swabs  8 Blood  2 

Faeces  89  Urine  18 

Miscellaneous  18  Milk  66 


Ice  Cream  39  Water  15 

Vapour  Gas  Disinfector.— Together  with  the  Llanelly  Rural 
District  Council,  Burry  Port  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Kid- 
welly Borough  Council,  the  joint  provision  of  a Vapour  Gas 
Disinfector  for  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  etc.,  was  agreed  upon. 
This  was  to  be  installed  and  put  into  operation  early  in  1955. 


5 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  AND  SOCIAL  SERVICES 

Clinics  : 


Clinic 

Where  Held 

When  Held 

Times 

Infant  Welfare  

“ Brynmair,” 
Goring  Road. 

Mondays, 

Wednesday, 

Fridays. 

2-4  p.m.  each  day. 

Ante-Natal 

Do. 

Tuesdays 

9.30  a.m. — 12  noon 
2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Gynaecological  

Nursing  Institute, 
Goring  Road. 

2nd  and  last 
Friday  in  each 
month. 

2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases 

Mount  Pleasant 
Hospital, 
Swansea. 

Males  : 
Mondays 
Wednesdays 

2 p.m. — 7 p.m. 
6 p.m. 

Females  : 
Wednesdays 

3 p.m. 

Llanelly  General 
Hospital. 

Males  : 
Thursdays 

6.30  p.m. 

Females  : 
Wednesdays 

2.30  p.m. 

Chest  Clinic 

Bay  View,  Capel 
Road. 

Daily 

9 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Immunization 
(and  Vaccination 
if  required). 

" Brynmair,” 
Goring  Road 

Last  Friday 
every  month. 

10 — 11.30  a.m. 

Psychiatric 

Out-Patients 

Clinic. 

Llanelly  General 
Hospital 



Mondays 

2 p.m. 

Local  Hospitals.— There  are  three  local  hospitals— the  Llanelly 
General  Hospital  of  166  beds;  the  Bryntirion  Hospital  of  147 
beds  and  the  Glasfryn  Maternity  Hospital  of  12  beds. 

These  in  themselves  are  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  Llanelly 
and  district  and  use  is  made  of  hospitals  outside  the  area. 

Gynaecological  Clinic 

ie  County  Council  a Clinic  is  held 
Road,  Llanelly,  twice  monthly  for 
3n  birth  control  on  medical  grounds, 
the  attendance  of  patients  at  the 
articulars  under  confidential  cover. 
Health. 


Under  the  arrangements  of  tl 
at  the  Nursing  Institute,  Goring 
married  women  requiring  advice  c 
Medical  practitioners  requiring 
Clinic  are  required  to  send  full  p 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
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Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

National  Welfare  Foods  which  were  formerly  distributed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  are  now  distributed  under  arrangements  of 
the  Carmarthen  shire  County  Council. 

The  centre  is  open  daily  at  the  Old  Town  Hall. 

Home  Nursing  Equipment 

Sick-room  and  nursing  articles  and  equipment  required  for 
patients  at  home  can  be  obtained  as  follows  : — 

(a)  From  the  County  Nursing  Association  or  from  District 
Nursing  Associations.  Applications  should  be  made  to 
the  District  Nurse. 

(b)  From  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Patients 
are  charged  according  to  the  family  circumstances  and 
the  cost  of  the  article. 

Equipment  provided  under  the  County  Council  arrangements 
include  air  beds,  air  rings,  bed  cradles,  bed  pans,  back  rests,  crutches, 
urinals,  waterproof  sheets,  etc. 


Home  Help  Service 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  organized  by  the  Carmarthenshire 
County  Council. 

The  Home  Helps  are  provided  during  the  laying-in  period  in 
maternity  cases  where  the  patient  has  no  relative  available  to 
undertake  the  domestic  duties  of  the  home,  and  also  in  certain 
cases  of  sickness  or  need.  For  those  on  National  Assistance, 
domestic  help  can  be  arranged  when  needed  through  the  National 
Assistance  Board. 

The  Health  Department  collaborate  closely  with  the  officials 
responsible  for  the  services  enumerated  above. 

Mental  Health  Service 

The  Officer  duly  authorised  to  take  initial  proceedings  under 
the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  for  the  provision  and 
care  and  treatment  of  persons  in  the  area  suffering  from  mental 
illness  is  Mr.  D.  A.  John,  61,  Llandafen  Road,  Pemberton,  Llanelly. 

Mental  Defectives 

The  Carmarthenshire  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the 
ascertainment,  supervision  and  general  welfare  of  mental  defectives. 

Supervisory  home  visits  are  made  by  a Social  Worker  and  a Home 
Teacher  is  also  employed  for  the  home  teaching  of  mental  defectives. 
It  is  expected  that  an  Occupation  Centre  will  be  opened  at  the 
old  Nevill’s  Foundry  Offices,  Ann  Street,  Llanelly,  during  1955. 
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Defectives  who  cannot  be  fitted  into  the  community  are  referred 
to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  admission  to  suitable  institutions. 

Blood  Transfusion  Service 

There  is  a small  Blood  Bank  at  the  Llanelly  General  Hospital  and 
the  services  of  a Pathologist  with  three  trained  Technicians  are 
available. 

Blood  Grouping  and  Cross  Matching  are  part  of  the  normal 
laboratory  routine  and  a twenty-four  hour  service  is  maintained 
for  emergencies. 

The  demand  on  the  Blood  Bank  is  extremely  heavy  and,  un- 
fortunately, is  by  no  means  covered  by  donations  from  the  local 
population. 


National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 

The  local  Inspector’s  address  is — 64,  Felinfoel  Road,  Llanelly 
(Phone  1441). 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH 
Water  Supply 

The  Corporation  Waterworks  Undertaking  not  only  supplies 
the  Borough  but  also  2,361  acres  in  the  Llanelly  Rural  District 
making  a total  area  of  supply  of  4,430  acres. 

The  works  consist  of  : — 


(a)  The  Cwmlliedi  Reservoir  constructed  in  1878,  having  a 
capacity  of  200  million  gallons. 

(b)  The  Upper  Lliedi  Reservoir  constructed  in  1904,  having  a 
capacity  of  200  million  gallons. 

(c)  A river  intake  on  the  Gwendraeth  Fach  which  affords  a 
supply  of  3 million  gallons  per  day. 

(d)  The  Corporation  have  a new  scheme  the  construction  of 
which  is  nearing  completion,  designed  to  abstract  4.6 
million  gallons  per  day  from  the  River  Towy.  This 
water  will  also  be  pumped  into  the  Lliedi  Reservoir  to 
further  augment  existing  supplies. 

(e)  There  are  two  systems  of  mains  supplying  the  Borough 
limits  : (1)  a domestic  main  which  delivers  water  treated 
by  Slow  Sand  Filters  and  Chloramine,  and  (2)  trade 
water  mains  which  deliver  water  only  for  industrial 
purposes. 


wfoewS’  tl\e  (lliantity  °f  water  pumped  into  the  reservoir 
was  85,721,000  gallons  in  24  days  of  pumping. 
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Water  Distribution.' — The  average  daily  consumption  of  filtered 
water  for  domestic  consumption  during  the  year  was  1,729,000 
gallons,  and  for  trade  purposes  3,084,000  gallons 

The  average  daily  consumption  per  head  for  domestic  purposes 
was  52.6  gallons 

The  total  number  of  houses— Borough  and  Rural — supplied 
with  water  was  12,936  for  an  estimated  population  of  44,847. 

Rainfall. — The  total  rainfall  for  1954  was  72.41  inches  as  against 
49.43  inches  for  1953,  and  which  compares  with  an  average  fall  of 
51  .06  inches  over  the  past  73  years. 

Although  no  record  was  established  in  any  particular  month,  the 
total  for  the  year  easily  surpassed  the  previous  wettest  year  (1920) 
when  67.54  inches  fell. 

Rain  fell  on  239  days,  and  the  maximum  fall  in  24  hours  occurred 
on  16th  July  when  1.87  inches  were  recorded  between  9 a.m.  on 
the  16th  and  9 a.m.  on  the  17th  July. 

A feature  in  the  distribution  of  the  fall  was  that  in  the  first  half 
of  the  year  almost  exactly  half  the  annual  average  fall  was  recorded, 
but  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  46.47  inches  fell,  almost  equivalent 
to  a whole  year’s  average  and  more  than  had  fallen  during  the  whole 
twelve  months  in  the  case  of  nineteen  years  on  previous  record. 

Safeguarding  the  Water  Supply. — All  the  men  employed  by  the 
Town  Council  in  their  water  undertaking  are  medically  examined 
and  have  serological  tests  before  being  employed. 

Water  Analysis. — The  water  for  domestic  supply  is  subjected  to 
slow  sand  filtration  and  chloramine  treatment.  Monthly  chemical 
and  fortnightly  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  water  show  that  the 
final  treatment  is  satisfactory.  There  is  evidence  that  the  existing 
sand  filtration  beds  are  inadequate  to  meet  the  increasing  demand. 
This  matter  is  being  taken  up  with  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

The  samples  taken  on  20th  December,  1954,  for  examination  by 
Mr.  H.  J.  Evans,  County  Analyst,  Carmarthen,  showed  the  following 
results  :• — 

No.  1.  Domestic  Supply.  Lead  service  pipe  at  St.  Paul’s 
Depot. 

No.  1A.  Domestic  Supply.  From  Filter  Beds.  Raw  water. 

No.  2.  Industrial  Supply.  Hydrant  at  Marshfield  Square. 

No.  3.  Gwendraeth  Supply.  River  at  Kidwelly  Intake. 
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Parts  per 

100,000 

No.  1 

No.  1A 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Free  Ammonia  

0.001  ... 

0.001 

0.340  ... 

0.011 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.005 

0.011 

0.008  ... 

0.007 

Chlorides,  as  Cl2 

1.70 

1.70 

1.90 

1.80 

Calculated  as  Common  Salt 

2.81 

2.81 

3.14 

2.97 

Total  Solids 

8.5 

8.5 

9.0 

15.6 

Nitrates 

0.005  ... 

0.035  ... 

Nil 

0.01 

Nitrites 

Oxygen  consumed  at  27  deg. 
C. 

In  4 Hours 

Nil 

Trace  ... 

Nil 

0.001 

0.164 

0.170 

0.042  ... 

0.170 

In  15  minutes 

0.082  ... 

0.108 

0.021 

0.081 

Total  Alkalinity,  as  CaC03 

4.0 

4.0 

5.5 

11.0 

Total  Hardness 

4.0 

4.0 

6.0 

12.0 

pH  Value 

6.9 

6.3 

7.7 

7.3 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 

0 

17 

10 

15 

REMARKS 


Nos.  1 and  1A  : Treatment  has  removed  some  of  the  organic  matter 
and  all  the  colour.  Sterilisation  has  been  effective  and  the 
treated  water  is  fit  for  drinking  and  all  domestic  purposes. 

No.  2 : Sterilisation  has  been  effective. 


No.  3 : A River  water  of  a good  degree  of  purity. 

No.  1 Domestic  Supply.  Lead  service  pipe  at  1 19,  Ann  Street. 
No.  2.  Domestic  Supply.  From  Filter  Beds.  Raw  water. 


No.  of  organisms  per  c.c.  developed  on  Agar  during 

48  hours  at  37  deg.  C 

No.  of  organisms  per  c.c.  developed  on  Agar  during 

48  hours  at  22  deg.  C 

Coliform  organisms  per  100  c.c.s. 

Faecal  Coli  per  100  c.c.s 


No.  1 

No.  2 

2 

33 

19 

320 

Nil 

9 

Nil 

9 

REMARKS 

The  Bacteriological  condition  of  the  treated  water  may  be 
classified  as  Highly  Satisfactory. 


Sewerage 

District. 

Machynis  Sewer  Outfall 

Morfa  Sewer  Outfall 
Northumberland  Main  Sewer. 
Outfall. 

Lead  Works  Sewer  Outfall 


Description  of  Sewer. 

18  in.  diameter  Salt  Glaze  Ware 
pipe. 

4 ft.  6 in.  x 3ft.  0 in.  culvert. 

4 ft.  9 in.  x 3 ft.  6 in.  egg  shaped 
brick  sewer. 

3 ft.  9 in.  x 2ft.  6 in.  egg  shaped 
brick  sewer. 


District.  Dascription  of  Sewer. 

Forge  Sewer  Outfall 24  in.  diameter  cast  iron  pipes. 

Cefncaeau  Connected  to  Llanelly  Rural 

District  sewer  by  agreement. 

Marble  Hall  Connected  to  Llanelly  Rural 

District  sewer  by  agreement. 

Disposal  of  Sewage 


The  South  Wales  River  Board  drew  attention  to  the  need  for  the 
construction  of  sewage  disposal  works  to  deal  with  the  crude  sewage 
entering  the  Loughor  estuary  from  the  Borough. 

Following  consideration  of  the  request,  the  Town  Council  decided 
to  engage  Consultants  to  report  on  the  matter. 


Closet  Accommodation 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  pails  collected  by  the 

Corporation  65 

No.  of  houses  with  pails  contents  of  which  the 

occupiers  dispose  of  themselves  22 

No.  of  houses  with  private  cesspools  18 


Scavenging 

The  figures  relative  to  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  in  1954 
were  not  available. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  River  Lliedi  passes  through  the  town  and  is  occasionally 
polluted  by  the  throwing  of  rubbish  into  the  bed  of  the  river.  This 
was  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible. 

Swimming  Pool 

The  suggested  provision  of  a swimming  pool  was  again  discussed 
during  the  year,  but  having  regard  to  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  in 
1953,  no  further  progress  was  made. 

Paddling  Pool 

The  Town  Council’s  decision  to  erect  a Paddling  Pool  at  Parc 
Howard  has  been  endorsed  by  the  popularity  it  has  enjoyed  since  its 
completion . 

Provision  of  Dustbins 

The  distribution  of  the  9,000  dustbins  for  domestic  use  com- 
menced early  in  1955. 

Provision  of  Litter  Baskets 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  provision  of  litter  baskets  in 
streets,  particularly  near  shops  selling  ice  cream  and  lollipops,  lor 
the  depositing  of  wrappers,  etc. 
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HOUSING 

A woman  housing  investigator,  Mrs.  O.  Morris,  S.R.N.,  visits 
all  houses  owed  by  the  Corporation.  Where  conditions  are  un- 
satisfactory, tire  cases  are  reported  to  the  Borough  Treasurer  who 
refers  them  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  These  cases  are 
investigated  by  members  of  the  Health  Department.  In  the  alloca- 
tion of  Council  houses,  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  schedule 
overcrowded  houses,  and  when  appropriate,  make  specific  recom- 
mendations, especially  in  cases  of  tuberculosis. 


Overcrowding 

Total  No.  of  overcrowded  families  at  31/12/1954  396 

Approximate  number  of  persons  affected  1309 

Total  No.  of  applicants  for  Council  houses 1857 


Provision  of  Houses 

Up  to  the  end  of  1954,  the  Town  Council  had  erected  2,647 
dwelling  houses,  of  which  789  were  situated  in  the  Llanelly  Rural 


District  area. 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  31/12/1953  281 

No.  of  houses  completed  during  1954  183 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  31/12/1954  102 


Of  the  houses  completedin  1954, 150were  situated  in  the  Llanelly 
Rural  District  area. 

No.  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise— -10. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

During  the  year  action  was  taken  under  section  1 1 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  in  ten  cases,  and  under  section  10  of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953,  in  twelve  cases. 

It  was  felt  that  each  house  condemned  involved  the  rehousing 
of  the  tenant  with  a consequent  reduction  of  available  houses  for 
families  in  badly  overcrowded  premises. 

In  view  of  this,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  deal  with  unfit 
properties  in  small  numbers  from  time  to  time,  depending  upon  the 
number  of  new  Council  houses  being  erected. 

Inspections,  etc. 

Details  of  inspections  are  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act — Slum  Clearance 

Following  the  receipt  of  the  official  Circular  from  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  referring  to  the  need  for  review- 
ing housing  conditions,  steps  were  taken  to  carry  out  a detailed 
survey  of  the  sub-standard  houses  within  the  Borough. 
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Improvements  Scheme 

When  the  Llanelly  Town  Council  embarked  upon  a scheme  for 
the  improvement  of  25  of  its  older  type  houses,  they  became  the 
first  local  authority  in  Wales  to  take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of 
Section  15  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1949. 

The  Welsh  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
sought  the  co-operation  of  the  Town  Council  for  the  provision  of 
photographs  of  the  properties  before  and  after  the  proposed  improve- 
ment scheme  was  carried  out.  The  Ministry  had  in  mind  the 
compilation  of  a brochure  to  indicate  the  importance  of  such 
schemes  being  carried  out  and  it  was  suggested  that  a proportion 
of  the  houses  should  be  completed  before  others  were  commenced  so 
that  an  opportunity  could  be  afforded  for  viewing  typical  houses 
before  and  after  improvement. 

When  the  time  became  opportune  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Welsh  Office  to  circulate  approximately  40  Local  Authorities  in 
Wales  with  a view  to  inviting  representatives  to  attend  the 
exhibition  which  was  to  be  held  during  March,  1955,  when  pamphlets 
prepared  by  the  Ministry  would  be  distributed  to  visitors.  It  was 
also  hoped  to  interest  private  individuals  in  the  advantages  con- 
tained in  Section  20  of  the  1949  Act,  whereby  grants  up  to  half  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  work  could  be  obtained. 

Private  Households  according  to  possession  of  certain  Household 

Arrangements 

Some  extracts  from  the  1951  Census  report  have  already  been 
circulated  to  members  of  the  Housing  Committee.  This  extract 
of  household  arrangements  is  incorporated  in  this  report  for  the 
information  of  members  of  the  Council. 

These  figures  are  those  filled  by  householders.  The  figures  are 
probably  more  accurate  for  areas  with  little  sharing  of  dwellings 
by  more  than  one  household.  Generally,  it  is  suggested  that  these 
tables  should  only  be  used  to  obtain  a broad  picture  of  the  avail- 
ability of  household  arrangements. 

Definitions  : 

Piped  Water  Supply.— The  question  related  to  the  existence  of  a 
tap  connected  to  the  mains,  or  to  a storage  tank,  which  could  be 
reached  by  a household  without  leaving  the  shelter  of  the  building 
containing  rooms  occupied  by  it,  or  of  an  attached  covering 
structure. 

Kitchen  Sinks— A similar  type  of  siting  applies  to  kitchen  sinks. 

All  households  in  Llanelly  are  believed  to  obtain  their  water  supply 
from  the  mains  water  supply. 


Households  with  Household  Arrangements  as  follows  : — 

(E — having  exclusive  use  ; S — sharing  with  another  household  ; N — entirely  without) 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. — Shops,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc.,  are  visited 
regularly  and  particulars  of  condemnations  are  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  K.  J.  Mackay,  M.R.C.V.S.,  the  Veterinary  Inspector  for  the 
Borough,  assisted  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  are  responsible  for 
the  inspection  and  condemnation  of  animals  and  carcases  in  the 
public  slaughterhouse. 

Details  of  the  numbers  inspected  and  the  condemnations  are 
shewn  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. — Seven  licences  were  granted 
by  the  Town  Council  during  the  year. 


Milk  Supply 

No.  of  dairies  in  the  Borough  17 

No.  of  pasteurising  plants  3 

No.,  of  distributors  32 


Regular  inspections  of  all  dairy  premises  in  the  Borough  were 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  a high  standard  of  cleanliness 
has  been  maintained. 

No.  of  dealers  licensed  to  use  designation  “ Pasteurised  ” 17 

No.  of  dealers  licensed  to  use  designation  “ T.T./ 

Pasteurised  ” • •••  1 

No.  of  dealers  licensed  to  use  designation  “ Tuberculin 

Tested  ” # , 

No.  of  dealers’  supplementary  licences  to  use  designation 

“ Pasteurised  ” 3 

Pasteurisers  licences  and  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  producer  s 
licences  are  issued  by  the  Carmarthenshire  County  Council  and 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Sampling. — Fifty-six  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  taken 
to  ascertain  whether  the  standard  was  being  maintained.  One  did 
not  comply  with  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

The  fifty-six  samples  were  also  examined  by  the  Phosphatase 
test.  Four  did  not  comply  with  the  standard. 

Four  samples  of  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  were  also  examined 
and  complied  with  the  required  standard. 

Ice  Cream 

No.  of  premises  registered  under  the  Llanelly  Corporation  Act, 
1929,  for  the— 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
Sale  only  of  ice  cream  


13 

104 


27 


During  the  year  39  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Carmarthen,  for  examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue 
test  with,  the  following  results  : — 


21  were  in  Provisional  Grade  1 (Satisfactory)  ; 

11  were  in  Provisional  Grade  2 (Fair)  ; 

3 were  in  Provisional  Grade  3 \ (Unsatisfactory)  ; 

4 were  in  Provisional  Grade  4 J 

All  the  ice  cream  vendors  are  supplied  with  the  results  of  the 
examination  of  samples  taken  from  them  and  copies  of  the  results 
are  sent  to  manufacturers  in  cases  where  samples  are  taken  from 
retailers  only. 


It  is  the  practice  for  a Sanitary  Inspector  to  follow  up  unsatis- 
factory samples  and  take  subsequent  samples  to  ensure  that  the 
standard  is  improved. 

Very  considerable  improvement  in  the  bacterial  cleanliness  of  ice 
cream  during  the  past  few  years  is  due  to  the  attention  given  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  to  this  commodity. 


Llanelly  Corporation  Act,  1929 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  the  Llanelly 
Corporation  Act,  1929,  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
faggots,  sausages  and  the  curing  of  fish  is  seven. 

Slaughterhouse  Modernisation 

A scheme  for  the  modernisation  of  their  Slaughterhouse  was 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  1953  by  the  Town  Council,  and  a 
claim  presented  for  the  retention  of  a Slaughterhouse  at  Llanelly 
under  the  Government’s  Scheme  of  Moderate  Concentration.  Since 
the  inception  of  the  Meat  and  Livestock  Control  Scheme  in  1940,  the 
Slaughterhouse  at  Llanelly  has,  and  still  is,  catering  for  a population 
of  100-1 10,000.  The  Llanelly  Slaughterhouse  has  sufficient  capacity 
adequately  to  cater  for  the  slaughtering  needs  of  the  three  adjoining 
Authorities  during  the  interim  period  between  de-control  and  the 
implementation  of  the  scheme  of  moderate  concentration. 

At  a joint  meeting  of  the  four  authorities,  stress  was  laid  on  the 
responsibility  which  followed  de-control,  and  it  was  indicated  that 
this  could  onjy  be  carried  out  effectively  and  economically  by 
using  large  slaughterhouses. 

Slaughterhouse  Improvements 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  re-roofing  of  the  buildings, 
further  improvements  were  embarked  upon  including  the  conversion 
o two  existing  slaughter  halls  into  one  cooling  and  one  hanging 
re-flooring  of  the  slaughter  hall ; new  railing  system  ; six 
o al  carriers,  hot  water  supply  to  toilets  and  the  provision  of  a 
banitary  Inspectors’  room. 
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Slaughterhouse  Contract 

In  June,  1954,  the  tender  of  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation 
was  accepted  by  the  Town  Council  for  (a)  the  establishment  and 
operation  of  a Wholesale  Meat  Market  and  (b)  any  slaughtering 
required  by  any  private  butcher  or  other  person. 

Bye-law  29  (which  prohibits  the  sale  or  offer  for  sale  in  the 
Slaughterhouse  of  any  animal  or  carcase  or  any  part  thereof)  was 
repealed. 

Markets  Improvements 

The  new  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  Market  were  opened  in 
June,  1954,  and  free  hand-washing  facilities  are  afforded  to  all 
market  tenants. 

The  converted  Butter  (Welsh  Produce)  market  was  also  brought 
into  use  during  tire  year  (April),  and  contained  modern  glass  screened 
stalls,  and  a hand-wash  basin  with  hot  and  cold  water. 

Modernisation. — The  Town  Council  approved  in  principle  the 
scheme  for  the  modernisation  of  the  Butchers’  stalls.  This  provides 
for  stalls,  or  shops,  of  uniform  frontage  of  twenty  feet  with  an 
increased  depth  of  approximately  four  feet,  glass  windows,  internal 
serving  counters,  hot  water  facilities,  overhead  rails  for  hanging 
all  meat  inside  the  shops,  the  tiling  of  walls,  floors,  etc. 

By  a re-distribution  of  the  stalls,  barrow  (fruit  and  vegetable) 
traders  were  accommodated  in  the  covered  market.  This  has 
greatly  facilitated  trading  and  removed  congestion  from  their 
former  position.  It  has  also  proved  an  immense  boon  to  the  public, 
particularly  in  inclement  weather. 

Food  Premises  within  the  Borough 

24  Bakers  and  Confectioners. 

1 Brewery. 

48  Butchers. 

23  Cafes. 

1 Cold  Stores. 

47  Confectioners. 

2 Departmental  Stores. 

14  Factory  Canteens. 

40  Fishfriers. 

19  Fishmongers. 

60  Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers. 

120  General  Stores. 

75  Grocers. 

121  Licensed  premises. 

2 Mineral  water  factories. 

2 Pickle  factories. 

4 Restaurants. 

1 School  Canteen . 
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In  addition,  the  Corporation  Market  which  has  145  permanant 
stalls,  as  well  as  15  tables  in  the  covered  way  for  casual  traders, 
has  : — 

16  Meat  stalls. 

1 Meat  shop. 

1 1 Fishmongers. 

2 Fish  shops. 

6 Cafes. 

8 Sweet  stalls. 

52  Fruit  and  Vegetable  stalls. 

2 Fruit  shops. 

7 Welsh  Produce  stalls. 

1 Laver  Bread  stall. 

1 1 Butter  stalls. 

23  Miscellaneous  stalls. 

Smoke  Abatement 

The  Town  Council  are  members  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement 
Society. 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  of  atmospheric  pollution 
from  the  Power  Station,  Old  Castle  Tinplate  Works  and  the  Llanelly 
Steelworks,  as  well  as  a recurrence  of  fume  nuisance  from  the  Tin- 
stamping Works. 

These  premises  were  visited,  and,  thanks  to  the  co-operation 
of  the  managements,  there  was  much  improvement,  reflected  in  the 
receipt  of  less  frequent  complaints,  during  the  year. 


Moveable  Dwellings.— Complaints  regarding  gipsy  encampments 
within  the  borough  during  the  year  were  materially  fewer  than  in 
previous  years.  It  would  appear  that  the  concerted  efforts  of  the 
department  and  the  heads  of  other  departments,  as  well  as  the 
co-operation  of  owners  of  lands,  have  discouraged  these  nomadic 
people  from  seeking  dalliance  in  the  town.  The  obstructive 
measures  adopted  were  obviously  too  frustrating. 


Offensive  Trades 

^-e  F^ar  an  application  was  received  under  Section  107 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  for  the  renewal  of  the  Consent  to  the 
continuation  of  the  establishment  of  an  offensive  trade  of  rag  and 
bone  dealers  in  premises  in  Embankment  Road. 

This  was  acceeded  to  conditionally. 

J°Wn+  ck!rin£  the  year  renewed  its  consent  to  the 

establishment  of  the  trade  of  Gutscraper. 

National  Assistance  Act,  Section  47.— Seven  cases  (four  men  and 

were  mrT}iWere  T?  t0  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and 
ere  prevailed  upon  to  be  voluntarily  removed.  Of  these  two  of 

the  men  died  m the  institutions  to  which  they  were  removed. 
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REPORT 

of 

Mr.  J.  E.  MARKS,  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


1 . During  the  year  1 ,589  complaints  were  received  by  the  Depart- 
ment, an  increase  of  373  over  the  number  received  in  1953.  The 
complaints  related  to  various  nuisances ; insanitary  and  over- 
crowded conditions  in  dwelling  houses  ; unsatisfactory  hygienic 
conditions  in  factories  and  other  premises  ; rodent  and  insect 
infestations  ; unsound  food  ; accumulations  of  refuse  ; atmospheric 
pollution  ; moveable  dwellings  ; water  supplies,  etc.  Each  com- 
plaint was  thoroughly  investigated  and  dealt  with. 

No.  of  persons,  including  property  owners  interviewed  ....  3767 

A great  measure  of  success  in  securing  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  notices  has  been  due  to  personal  contact  with 


owners  of  properties,  etc.,  whenever  possible. 

2.  Details  of  Inspections  : 

General  Sanitation  : 

Drainage,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  326 

Drains  and  sewers  tested  colour  65 

volatile  29 

smoke  2 


All  complaints  of  choked  and  defective  drains  or  sewers,  or  of 
leakage  of  cesspools,  receive  immediate  attention  and  the  team  of 
flushers  employed  by  the  Corporation  work  in  very  close  co-operation 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Water  Supply  16 

All  defects,  leakages,  etc.,  discovered  are  reported  to  the  Borough 
Surveyor  and  Engineer’s  Department. 

Regular  samples  of  the  town’s  domestic  water  supply  are  taken 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  bacteriological  examinations  in 
addition  to  the  samples  submitted  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  and 
Engineer’s  Department,  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses. 


No.  of  samples  taken  (all  satisfactory)  15 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  27 


These  visits  relate  to  complaints  of  indiscriminate  dumping  of 
domestic  and  trade  refuse.  The  Department  works  in  close  co- 
operation with  that  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Engineer  who  is 
responsible  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse. 
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Abatement  of  Nuisances  1093 

These  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  mainly  concerned  with 
the  disrepair  of  dwelling  houses. 

Offensive  Trades  57 

The  two  offensive  trades  established  in  the  Borough  are  those  of 
Gut  Scraper  and  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer.  These  are  kept  under 
regular  observation. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  24 

There  are  three  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  Borough 
with  accommodation  for  122  lodgers.  These  premises  are  subjected 
to  constant  supervision  to  ensure  that  a reasonable  standard  of 
cleanliness  and  sanitation  is  maintained.  Control  is  afforded  by 
the  Bye-laws,  and  the  annual  registration  of  the  Keepers  and 
Deputy  Keepers. 

Moveable  Dwellings  yj 

These  visits  were  chiefly  concerned  with  gipsy  encampments. 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

Sanitary  condition  of  places  of  public  entertainment 

Rag  Flock  Act  and  Regulations 

One  factory  is  registered  in  the  Borough. 

Pet  Animals  Act 

Three  premises  are  registered  in  the  Borough. 

HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation 


127 

6 

1 

3 


428 

525 


189 

226 


22 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion   167 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  91 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ■ — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  12 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


demolition  orders  were  made  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  1 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  
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•(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  10,  Local  Government  (Mis- 
cellaneous Provisions)  Act,  1953  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses 
having  been  rendered  fit 

Overcrowding  : 

No.  of  visits  paid  592 

Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions)  Acts,  1938 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Two  certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Food  Hygiene,  etc.  : 

Food  premises  2187 

This  figure  relates  to  visits  and  re-visits  made  in  connection  with 
the  inspection  and  supervision,  of  the  handling,  storing,  preparation 
and  distribution  of  food.  The  premises  concerned  are  bakehouses, 
butchers’  premises,  market  shops  and  stalls,  cold  stores,  fish  fruit 
and  greengrocers’  premises,  fried  fish  and  chip  shops,  food  vehicles, 
provision  shops  and  stores,  restaurants  and  kitchens,  the  public 
abattoir,  other  food  preparing  premises,  inns  and  clubs. 


Dairies  : milk  heat  treatment,  dis  ribution  49 

Ice  Cream  manufacture  and  distribution  44 


(For  details  of  premises,  milk  and  ice  cream,  sampling,  etc., 
see  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health). 
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INSPECTION  AND  CONDEMNATION  OF  ANIMALS  AND 
CARCASES  AT  THE  PUBLIC  SLAUGHTERHOUSE 


Cattle 

excldg. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2163 

570 

3960 

21940 

6217 

Number  inspected 

2163 

570 

3960 

21940 

6217 

1.  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

(i)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

16 

82 

27 

3 

(ii)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

595 

240 

36 

3022 

849' 

(iii)  Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

13.7 

diseases  other  than  T.B 

27.55 

44.9 

3.0 

13.89 

2.  Tuberculosis  only  : 

(i)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

6 

(ii)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  

19 

28 

112 

(iii)  Percentage  of  number  in- 

1.89 

spected  affected  with  T.B. 

.93 

6.14 

The  percentage  of  the  number  of  affected  carcases  shows  a pleasing 
reduction  on  last  year’s  figures,  particularly  in  the  number  affected 
by  tuberculosis. 


Condemnation  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  amounts  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  the  year  : 

Bacon  275|  lbs  ; Butter  23  lbs.  ; Canned  Foods  4,520  lbs.  ; 
Cereals  55  lbs.  ; Cheese  143  lbs.  ; Chicken  5f  lbs.  ; Cooked 
Meats  20  lbs.  ; Dripping  30  lbs.  ; Fish  588  lbs.  ; Flour 
36  lbs.  ; Imported  Beef  332  lbs.  ; Lamb  108£  lbs.  ; Liquid 
Egg  240  lbs.  ; Margarine  16^  lbs.  ; Oranges  18  lbs.  ; Pastry 
12  lbs.  ; Pickles  2 lbs.  ; Pork  113£  lbs.  ; Potatoes  672  lbs.  ; 
Sausages  53f  lbs.  ; Turkey  191  lbs.  ; Yeast  28  lbs.,  and 
144  Fishcakes. 

Apart  from  unfit  meat  and  offal,  which  is  disposed  of  for  con- 
version ” into  by-products,  all  condemned  foodstuffs  were  destroyed 
by  disinfectant  and  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  town  refuse  tip. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution  : 

Observations  made  

(Further  details  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health). 


Infectious  Diseases  Control  : 

Investigations  of  notified  cases 
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Miscellaneous  : 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  interviews  of 
property  owners,  agents,  solicitors,  con- 
tractors and  to  other  Departments  of  the 
Corporation  604 

3.  Disinfections  and  Disinfestations  : 

Following  infectious  and  other  diseases  50 

Following  dirty  and  verminous  conditions  23 

Terminal  disinfections  are  carried  out  following  all  cases  of 
infectious  diseases.  Disinfections  are  also  undertaken  following 
all  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  or  after  admission  into  sanatorium  or 
hospital,  or  transfer  or  removal  to  other  towns.  On  request, 
fumigations  are  also  undertaken  following  deaths  from  other 
diseases. 

The  disinfection  or  disinfestation  of  any  private  dwelling  houses 
or  premises  is  undertaken,  and  charged  for,  otherwise  advice  is 
given. 

The  number  of  Library  books  disinfected  during  the 

year  were  49 

The  Public  Mortuary  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department 
and  subjected  to  regular  cleansing.  The  Department  is  also  respon- 
sible for  the  maintenance  of  the  equipment  and  clothing,  etc.,  used  in 
the  post-mortem  room. 

4.  Rodent  Control 

The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  is  an  important  branch  of  the 
work  of  the  Department. 

A free  service  is  afforded  to  owners  and  occupiers  of  private 
dwellings.  A charge  is  made  for  treatments  carried  out  in  business 
and  industrial  premises.  Close  supervision  is  exercised  over  special 
premises,  such  as  Corporation’s  Refuse  Tip,  River  Banks  and  the 
Public  Slaughterhouse.  Maintenance  and  other  treatments  of  the 
town’s  sewers  are  also  carried  out. 

Particulars  of  the  work  done  the  12  months  ended  31st  March, 
1955,  to  surface  premises  are  as  follows  : — 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
REPORT  FOR  THE  TWELVE  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1955 
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Rodent  Control  Exhibition 

A small  set  piece  exhibition  on  rodent  control  was  displayed  in 
the  entrance  hall  of  the  Public  Library  from  8th  to  20th  February 
1954. 

5.  MATTERS  REPORTED  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 


Borough  Surveyor  and  Engineer  109 

Drains  and  Sewers  57 

Dangerous  structures  14 

Flooding  5 

Water  leakages,  etc 22 

Miscellaneous  1 1 

Borough  Architect  30 

Housing  disrepairs  6 

Unsatisfactory  Drains  14 

Miscellaneous  10 


6.  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of 
this  Act,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  no  serious  infringements. 

7.  DETAILS  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  : 

(a)  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sections  92  and  93 

(Abatement  of  nuisances  and  repairs  to  property)  : 


No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  140 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  91 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  12 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  12 


(b)  Llanelly  Corporation  Act,  1929 


1 . Section  43 — Choked  and  defective  drains  : 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  82 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  82 


This  valuable  provision  enables  choked  or  otherwise  defective 
drains  to  be  dealt  with  within  24  hours. 

2.  Section  45' — Prohibition  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds  : 


No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  16 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  16 


This  provision  prohibits  the  use  for  human  habitation  of  any 
tent,  van,  shed  or  similar  structure  within  the  Borough,  without 
the  previous  consent  of  the  Town  Council. 


r 


39 

(c)  Llanelly  Local  Board  Act,  1888 

Section  57 — Provision  of  efficient  W.C.  flushing  apparatus  : 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  10 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  10 

(d)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Section  13— Notice  of  contravention  in  respect  of  premises 
where  food  is  sold  or  stored  : 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  28 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  17 

(e)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
(Notice  of  contravention)  : 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  16 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  16 

(f)  Factories  Act,  1937 
(Notice  of  contravention)  : 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  9 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  9 

(g)  Shops  Act,  1950 
(Notices  of  infringements)  : 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  25 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  17 

(h)  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
(Notices  re  rat  proofing  of  premises)  : 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  5 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  5 

(i)  Byelaws  : 

Common  Lodging  Houses  : 

No.  of  Notices  served  3 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with 3 

Nuisances  : 

Swine  and  Other  Animals  : 

No.  of  Notices  served  3 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with 3 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1. — Inspection  for  the  purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

93 

9 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

34 

Other  premises  under  the  Act — 
(including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  constructions,  but 
not  outworkers  premises) 

127 

9 

2. — Defects  found. 


Number  of  defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  pro- 
ceedings 
were  insti- 
tuted. 

Premises. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

3 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  

1 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : — 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

11 

11 

